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While the grace of giving is 
properly motivated only by the 
grace of Christ, we can learn a great 
deal from our fellow Christians.  The 
grace of giving is modeled by the 
graciousness of others.  Paul held 
before the Christians in Corinth as 
an example the believers in the 
region of Macedonia.  He told the 
Corinthians,  

“Brothers and sisters, we want 
you to know about the grace that 
God has given the Macedonian churches. 
In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing 
joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich 
generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as 
they were able, and even beyond their ability. 
Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us 
for the privilege of sharing in this service to the 
Lord’s people. And they exceeded our expectations: 
They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and 
then by the will of God also to us.”     

2 Corinthians 8:1-5  

The grace of giving is modeled by the graciousness of others, 
in this case told to us by the Apostle Paul, it is 

modeled by the Macedonians for the 
Corinthians.  What do we see?  What might 

we use in our own stewardship? 

Here were a people whose joy in Christ 
overflowed.  They dedicated themselves to 

the Lord.  They did not feel as though they were 
forced into giving to the Lord.  In fact they 
pleaded for the opportunity to do so.  And when 
they did give, they gave more than Paul had 

anticipated and perhaps 
even more than they should 

have.  They gave more than they 
were able to give.  We don’t hear of that 

too often, do we?  Yet moved by the 
love of God, some people will give to 
the Lord in such measure that they 
have very little left for themselves.  
The widow who came to the temple 

as Jesus and his disciples were there 
gave but a fraction of a penny.  Yet it was 

all that she had to live on.  The grace of 
giving is modeled by the graciousness of others. 

When I think of the graciousness of others I am reminded 
of my grandmother and the way in which she managed her 
financial affairs and gave to the work of the Lord.  She was a 
model of the grace of giving.  She was not blessed with a 
large inheritance or left anything except enough insurance 
money to buy the modest house into which she moved after 
my grandfather died.  Her sole source of income for the 24 
years that God granted her yet on this earth was Social 
Security and a small pension from the Wisconsin Synod.  
With what she had she paid the electric bill, the water and 
gas bill, she bought groceries and she gave to the church.  
She often said she felt that the money she was receiving 
from the Synod as a pension could have been better spent 
on missions or something else.  So she scrimped and saved, 
never spending much on herself, but always being rich 
toward the Lord.  She was a model of the grace of giving—
giving that is motivated by the love Christ showers upon us.  

May God enable each of us to be like the Macedonian 
Christians, so that we might find joy in the grace of giving, 
too, always being motivated by God’s love for us in Christ. 



 

We are planning to have a 
float in the parade again this 
year.  Volunteers are 
needed to distribute fliers at 
the parade which promote 

our Summer Music Camp.  
Our church property makes an 

excellent spot to watch the 
fireworks at 10:00 p.m.  Come early, as the parking lot 
fills up very quickly.  There will be a Monday Night 
Service at 6:30 on July 3.  Have an enjoyable and safe 
4th of July celebration. 
 

 
We welcome to our Star of Bethlehem family William 
and Katherine Nauertz.  May the Lord bless them with 
spiritual growth and opportunities to serve our Savior 
among us. 

19-Minute  

Bible Study 

The Third Article is the subject of 
our 19-Minute Bible Studies this 

summer.  The class meets in the sanctuary from 9:25 to 
9:44 each Sunday.  Come early for some coffee and 
fellowship.  We’d love to have you participate in this 
brief spiritual growth opportunity each week 
throughout the summer months.     

Our Summer Camp this year will have a focus 
on praising God through the gift of music.  
The Sounds of Salvation will be our theme 
from July 17 to July 21.  There are many 
opportunities for volunteers to serve.  
You don’t need musical gifts to 
participate.  A signup poster is on the 
easel in the gathering area for you to offer 
your time and talents.  If you have 
questions, please contact Pastor Schwartz or 
Jon Lindloff, our Outreach Chairman.     

 
Several of our Star of Bethlehem youth have been 
chosen to receive hands-on mission experiences 
through the Sharing His Mission Program of Wisconsin 
Lutheran High School.  The following Star of Bethlehem 
students will be going to these locations; Faith Loberg 
(Eagle, CO); Chloe Strand and Dunovan Rodgers (Austin, 
TX); Claire Leverence (Southeast Asia);  Faith Goede and 
Abby Bloomquist (Mahahual, Mexico); and Sam 
Gerhard (Sonora, Mexico).  The Door Collection to help 
support Share the Mission will take place the weekend 
of June 24-26.  If you want to contribute, but were not 
able to do so the weekend of the door collection, you 
can always put your gift into an envelope marked 
“Share the Mission” and put it into the offering plate.  
Thank you for your generous support, which 
replenishes the fund for mission trips again next 
summer.  May the Lord bless these memorable and 
valuable experiences for our youth!  

Reformation 500 
Our Southeastern Wisconsin District will be conducting 
a special Reformation 500 Service at the Miller High Life 
Theater, located at 500 W. Kilbourn Ave., on November 
5, 2017 at 3:30 p.m.  Pastor James Huebner, 1st Vice 
President of our Synod and well-known in our district, 
will preach the sermon.  Two choirs are being formed: 
an adult choir directed by Mary Prange and a children’s 
choir directed by Sarah Zietlow Henrich.  The goal is 300 
voices in each choir.  Kevin Becker, organist at Grace 
Lutheran in Milwaukee, will 
play for the Service.  Also an 
ensemble of brass and 
percussion players will add 
beauty and power to the 
singing. A special thank-
offering will be gathered to 
enhance mission 
opportunities right within our 
own district.  Please reserve 
the date to attend.  Also 
watch for more information 
as the special date 
approaches!   



The record 
stands at 4 wins 
and 3 losses.  
Coach Alf has 
the team playing 
well.  Games are on 
Tuesday nights at the Malone Park.  
Watch the service folder or the 
monthly calendar for game times each 
week.  Come out and cheer for your 
Star men.  Admission is free.   
 
 

WELS Night at Miller Park  
Brewers vs. Twins 

Thursday, August 10, 2017 
The Milwaukee Brewers are now selling 

tickets for the fourth annual WELS Night at 
Miller Park. Organize your group and plan 

to join us for the Milwaukee Brewers’ 
game against the Minnesota Twins. 

 
Time: 7:10 p.m. 

Date: Thurs., Aug. 10, 2017 

Discounted Tickets: The Brewers are again 
offering WELS members up to 50 
percent off the price of tickets. Seating 
will be along the first base line and in a 
block for WELS members. 

Pricing: 

  Field Outfield sections 106 – 109 for 
$21/ticket 

 Loge Outfield sections 206 – 208 for 
$17/ticket 

 Terrace Reserved sections 409 – 412 
for $9/ticket 

The ticket service fee will be waived for groups 
of 20 or more if you contact    Greg Souza at 
414-902-4492 or Greg.Souza@brewers.com. 

Don’t forget to get your 
WELS Night T-shirt! 

The deadline to purchase tickets is 
Thursday, August 3, 2017. 

We are not organizing a group from 
Star of Bethlehem.  However, if you 

would like to attend WELS Night, 
you are free to order your tickets 

on your own. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
We congratulate 
Jennifer Albrecht and 
Jake Billings who 
were united in 
marriage.  We 
also congratulate 
Megan Schoeneck 
and Chris Repsa who 
were also joined in Holy 
Matrimony.  May the Lord bless 
these unions with many years of 
happiness here on earth in 
anticipation of that far greater 
wedding celebration on the Last 
Day. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Elections to Board at WLHS 

The delegates elected the following 
(each to a three-year term): Mr. 
Brian Mensching; Mr. Aaron 
Kastens; Mr. Scott Polzin; Mr. Dave 
Rodgers;  Mr. John Schlueter; Rev. 
David Bitter; and Rev. Chad 
Walta.  Dave Rodgers is a member 
here at Star of Bethlehem, and has 
served as a member of the board 
and as the past President of the 
Board. 

 

Going on Vacation? 
Please ask at the Church Office for 
Worship Service times and 
addresses available in your 
vacationing area.  Our Synod 
Yearbook has all of our WELS and 
ELS churches listed throughout our 
country and Canada.  Your brothers 
and sisters in Christ in other 
churches of our fellowship would 
love to have you drop in for 
Worship Services and/or Bible 
Classes throughout the summer 
months.   

Campout 
The Home and School Association  

is hosting an HSA Campout/          
Friday Night Festivities. 

Friday, June 30th @ 5:00pm  

Can't stay for the campout, feel free 
to just attend Friday evening 

festivities – for  the smore's, games, 
and outdoor movie! 

Campout and festivities will be held 
rain or shine! Families are welcome 
to arrive starting at 5pm to set up 
tents, pop-up campers, or campers 
for a night of fellowship under the 
stars. We will play games, make 
s'mores and watch an outdoor movie. 
School doors will be open for gym 
and restroom access.  HSA will 
provide movie snacks, items for 
s'mores, and breakfast snacks.  You 
are welcome to bring camping 
accessories to grill out for dinner!  
We ask that families please bring 
their own cooler of juice/soda (no 
adult beverages please), dinner 
grilling items/food (optional), 
additional snacks, chairs, mosquito 
spray, and all sleeping items for your 
family.  Just joining us for the Friday 
night festivities?  We are thrilled!  If 
you have any questions, please 
contact Kim Peck 
at kim_peck731@yahoo.com. 

 

https://co-store.com/WELSnight
mailto:kim_peck731@yahoo.com


Financial Update as of 6/18/17 

 
Choosing Hymns for the Next Hymnal 

The WELS Hymnal Project wants your feedback as it works 
on finalizing which of the more than 700 hymns 

from Christian Worship (CW) and Christian Worship: 
Supplement (CWS) will be included in the new 

hymnal.  

Every month the WELS Hymnal Project will post a 
selection of hymns online, indicating which hymns 

are slated to be kept and which are slated to be cut. 
You can view the monthly list at welshymnal.com and, if 

you want, choose up to 10 hymns from the cut list that you 
would like to see kept in the new hymnal. 

Currently, the Hymnody Committee has slated 470 hymns from CW and CWS 
to be included in the next hymnal. These selections will account for about 
two-thirds of the approximately 650 total hymns, with the remaining one-
third consisting of hymns or hymn settings new to WELS. 

According to Rev. Michael Schultz, director of the WELS Hymnal Project, one 
of the most important criteria used for selecting hymns to be included in the 
next hymnal is the text. “There is one changeless truth that drives everything 
about our hymnal project, including the selection of hymns: letting God’s 
forgiving love in Christ be proclaimed, heard, and sung,” he says. 

Since the Hymnody Committee first started meeting four years ago, 
committee members have reviewed words and music from all existing CW 
and CWS hymns, are going through hymns from dozens of other hymnals and 
online resources, and have received hundreds of submissions for new hymns. 
The 12-member committee also has reviewed usage statistics, conducted a 
“favorite hymns” survey, and worked with more than 125 congregations to 
field test an array of musical resources for six current Christian 
Worship hymns as well as six new hymns not currently found in WELS’ 
published resources. 

Schultz says the targeted release date for the pew edition of the new hymnal 
is Advent 2021. 

A new nine-part series about hymns and their use in our congregations is 
starting with the July issue of Forward in Christ. 

Learn more about the WELS Hymnal Project and review this month’s list of 
hymns at welshymnal.com. 

Congratulations, 
Graduates! 
 

Chelsea Filter 
Rosalind Franklin University  
  of Medicine and Science  
Master of Science in Physician Assistant  
 

Karl Hansen 
UW Eau Claire -- Actuarial Science 
 

Allison Kuhne 
UW Stevens Point -- Hydrology 
 

Megan Leverence 
Wisconsin Lutheran College -- Elementary Education 
 

Marah Nitz 
Wisconsin Lutheran College -- Theatre 
 

Allison Persick 
Winona State University -- Special Education Learning 
& Developmental Disabilities 
 

Samantha Stenstrup 
UW Eau Claire -- Communication Sciences and Disorders – 
Magna Cum Laude 
 

Graduating from Brookfield Central 

Cole Shilobrit 
 

Graduating from New Berlin Eisenhower 

Haley Johnson    
Daniel June    
Jaron Radish 
 

Graduating from New Berlin West 

Brandon Athas    
Molly Austad    
Jason Hoffmann    
Annabelle Smith 
 

Graduating from Wisconsin Lutheran High School 

Aleksander Abel 
Gabrielle Anthony 
Rebekah Dummer 
BriAnna Emmrich 
Chad Kriefall 
Kathryn Lindemann 
James Metz 
Emily Schmidt 
Ryan Wenzel 
 

Additional graduations not listed here will be 
reported in next month’s newsletter.  If your 
graduation was not included, please contact the 
church office (secretary@starofbethlehem.org) and 
let us know about your accomplishment! 
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